THE   STORY   OF    PLANTS                            igi
VETERANS   AMONG   TREES
On the Staff elberg, near Lightenfels on the Rhine, stands Germany's
oldest lime tree, 1,200 years old and seventy-eight feet nine inches in
girth. Near Neuenstadt on the Kocher, on an ancient Franconian
assembly ground, there is a lime tree which was planted in A.D. 743. It
has 100 lateral branches, each as big as the trunk of an ordinary tree.
A gigantic example of the holly, a tree which has everywhere had to
make way for cultivation, is to be seen near Wipperfurth in the
Rhineland, a veteran of a thousand winters, which is thirty-three feet
high.
Fruit trees are seldom allowed to grow tall and old, but there is a
i,000-year-old pear tree on the island of Rugen which is still flourishing.
Horse chestnuts were introduced into Germany only 250 years ago; the
largest specimens are to be seen in the park of the palace at Biebrich, on
the Rhine.
GIANT   BRITISH   OAK
One of the most famous British oaks was felled in 1810 some four
miles from Newport, Monmouthshire. When cut up, the main trunk
provided 450 cubic feet of timber, 1,447 cubic feet came from the six main
limbs, and 93 cubic feet each from half a dozen of smaller size, making
in all 2,455 cubic feet. The main trunk was nine and a half feet in
diameter and the total weight of the bark was estimated at six tons.
It took five months for two sawyers to cut up the oak into the
required lengths. A peculiarity was that a large stone was found
embedded in the trunk about six feet from the ground.
WHIMS   OF   NATURE
Although the plant world is much more uniformly organized than
the animal world and therefore leaves less room for individuality,
nevertheless strange specimens crop up here and there. On the way to
Miramar in the Balearic island of Majorca the road is flanked by olive
trees of vast age that display the strangest shapes. In the Maloney
Gardens at Key West in Florida, U.S.A., is the Giraffe Tree, a date-palm
on which a fig tree is growing. Together they look like a giraffe.
In the middle of the road at Tegel near Berlin there stands a
i^ooo-year-old lime tree, which resembles a bear standing on its hind
legs At Sterling, Massachusetts, U.S.A., there are two oaks that are
joined together by a branch three and a quarter feet long and as thick as
a man, similarly there are two ashes in Central Park, New York, which
are joined together, though their trunks are twenty feet apart. The
two Sister Beeches in the Berlin Tiergarten are freaks of the same kind.
A double tree, consisting of a maple and a beech, is to be seen on the
Gieienkopf in the Algauer Alps of Bavaria; its girth measures forty feet*
A strange feature of the Platte, a plateau in the Taunus Mountains
near Wiesbaden in Germany, is the Weeping Oak, an ancient, gBarfc$
tree with slender branches that hang down like a mourning veil. 1%${|